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Notice is hereby made that public comment shall be made without expectation of a response by any School Board 

member to matters raised by such commentary.  The Board will not hear personal complaints about school personnel 

nor against any person connected with the school system.  The expectation of all in attendance is to conduct themselves 

in a civil manner.  The Board respects the right of the public to communicate its stance of matters of interest, but 

meetings are scheduled in advance to conduct business put forth on its publicly posted agenda only. 
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NEWFOUND AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT  

School Board Minutes 

For  

Monday October 23, 2023  

Non-Public: 6 p.m. 

Public Session: 6:30 p.m. 

Location: LMC - Newfound Regional High School 

 

I. Call to Order by the School Board Chair Melissa Suckling at 6 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance  

III. Record Roll:  

Kimberly Bliss, Alexandria   present 

Dominic Halle, Bridgewater   present 

Joe Maloney, Bristol    present 

Melissa Suckling, Danbury   present 

Britta Matthews, Groton   present 

Thomas Edwards, Hebron   present 

Nathan Saler, New Hampton   present 

IV. Melissa made a motion to enter Non-Public Session: RSA 91-A:3II(a): The dismissal, 
promotion, or compensation of any public employer or the disciplining of such employee, 
or the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the employee affected (1) has 
a right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting be open, in which case the request 
shall be granted.  

RSA 91-A:3, II(c) Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the 
reputation of any person, other than a member of this board, unless such person requests an 
open meeting. This exemption shall extend to include any application for assistance or tax 
abatement or waiver of a fee, fine or other levy, if based on inability to pay or poverty of the 
applicant.  

RSA91-A:3II(e) Consideration or negotiation of pending claims or litigation which has been 
threatened in writing or filed by or against the public body or any subdivision thereof, or by 
or against any member thereof because of his or her membership in such public body, until 
the claim or litigation has been fully adjudicated or otherwise settled. Any application filed 
for tax abatement, pursuant to law, with anybody or board shall not constitute a threatened or 
filed litigation against any public body for the purposes of this subparagraph. Dominic 
seconded. Board left for nonpublic at 6:03 p.m. and returned at 6:53 p.m. Board discussed in 
nonpublic personnel matters. 

  

Notice:  These minutes are in D R A F T format, and shall remain as such as the legal record in compliance 
with RSA 91:A in their written archival form.  They are likely to contain errors and may be in need of 
correction which can only be done in public in a properly-posted, subsequent meeting of the School Board.   
Accordingly, you are referred to the minutes of a subsequent (i.e. future -- but not necessarily the next 
sequential) meeting of the Board to identify what may have been changed as an approved and properly 
modified record in compliance with law. 
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V. Approval or Modification of Agenda  
Under New Business add 4. Accept donation to Robotics Team from Alan T. Seeler Inc. 
New Hampton for $2500 

Add under Financial b. Certificate of Authority 

VI. Approval of Minutes  

a. October 10, 2023  

Correction: Britta did not attend Challenge Day; her child did attend. Britta noted under 

Board Comment, that testing is one of many things that matter 

Melissa motioned to approve 10-10-23 minutes with corrections. Dominic seconded. 

Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

VII. Jay Peringer, Geospatial Teacher of the Year 

Chris Ulrich Principal of the middle school introduced Jay Peringer, 6th grade social 

studies teacher and recipient of the 2023 Geospatial Teacher of the Year. The annual 

award is given to those making a difference in social studies. Jay was also invited to be a 

board member of the Council for Social Studies. The School Board congratulated Jay for 

all his classroom experience and Tom thanked Jay for advocating for an ELA middle 

school position at last year’s deliberative session. 

 
VIII. Public Comment (Minimum 30 minutes) 

Marie Carson, Alexandria attended a parental right’s meeting where one topic discussed was 

gender identity in the school. Marie noted an authority who states that our environment and 

what we see and hear impacts who we are. Marie commented that our schools need to be 

aware of what social engineering is and keep it out of the school. 

 

Aubrey Freedman, Bridgewater handed out a summary of evidence for the “Decline in 

Independent Activity as a Cause of Decline in Children’s Mental Wellbeing.” The paper 

advocates to bring free play and other independent adventures into public schools.  

 

IX. Correspondence-none 

 

X. Announcements and Recognition  

a. Superintendent Report  

Steve Nilhas noted field hockey won their match today 1-0 against Bishop Brady and 

will play final four Gilford in Exeter on Wednesday. Administration is working on 

ESSER III that ends in a year. Steve attended a mentor/mentee meeting at New 

Hampton School that was very useful. He has been making class visits. We are meeting 

with the Budget Committee in the November meeting and will soon post an SB timeline 

including deliberative session dates etc.  

Student Representative Report  

b. Mika Austin reported a blood drive will be held November 14 and flu clinic October 25. 

Homecoming was fun with bonfire, lip sync and a football game that ended the season 

unfortunately due to injuries and other various reasons. Project Promise is offering a ski 

and snowboarding club at Gunstock on November 2.  School pictures arrived and 

include a suicide prevention number on the back of the picture. TSA held their first 

meeting on October 19. 
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c. Teacher Representative Report –none 

 

XI. Committee Reports  

a. Budget Committee on November 13 there will be a joint presentation 

b. Facilities Committee at the October 17 meeting revamped policies. The DES Principal 

attended to discuss space options to make it possible to have the 5th grade back at DES 

next year. Also discussed was irrigation options for sports fields.  

c. Policy Committee has policies to review at the November 13 meeting 

d. Wellness Committee meeting November 8 at the middle school from 3-4 p.m. 

e. Building Committee assessed a site and possible site at the October 16 meeting and 

does the board want a proposal or presentation or update? Wait for more information. 

f. Curriculum Committee no meeting 

g. Hill School District Committee planning a meeting Wednesday November 15 from 5-6 

p.m. at the Jenny Blake School with their Hill School Board 

h. HB349 Committee will be discussed under New Business 

 

XII. New Business  

1. School Board Evaluation responses from staff and community have decreased and may 

not be useful as presented. Tom motioned to send the evaluation to the Policy 

Committee for review. Kim seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

2. Delegate Assembly Joe presented the results of the votes on resolutions at the Delegate 

Assembly he attended 

3. Discussion of the phase I requests from the Steering Committee  

 Does the Board want to provide a “tail out” for students in existing schools and 
begin work on the provided contract template?  
Board was in consensus that a tail out makes sense and acknowledged the request 
but withheld judgment without clear financial information. 

 Will the Board accept “transition” students for at least the 2025-26 school year 
under the RSA 193 tuition basis and streamline the process?  
No motion was made since it is hard to make a decision at this point. 

Is the Board interested in continued discussion on providing Superintendent 
services?  
Kim expressed doubt that we are equipped to offer this. Nate made a motion to 

not support the request from the steering committee to continue discussion on 

providing Superintendent services. Tom seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

4. Donation to Robotics Team for $2500 from Alan T. Seeler Inc. New Hampton to be 

used for the benefit of the team. Kim motioned to accept the donation and Joe seconded. 

Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

5. Kim motioned to add Approval of new hire to the Agenda. Dominic seconded. Vote 7-

0-0-0 Motion Passed 

6. Melissa motioned to hire Sally Manseau as Human Resource Coordinator. Joe 

seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XIII. Old Business- none 

XIV. Board Comments there was discussion concerning communications that should be vetted by 

the SAU  

Parents needed chromebooks and the technology department and Nancy took care of that. 
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Jeannette attended Family STEM Night at DES. All families and students were invited.  

Dominic noted how well cross country is performing. 

XV. Financial  

a. Approval of Manifest(s) Melissa motioned to approve the September 2023 manifest. 

Kim seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

b. Certificate of Authority to accept a grant for food service Robin or Steve need authority 

to sign off on the grant. Kim motioned to accept and Nate seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 

Motion Passed 

XVI. Adjournment Kim motioned to adjourn around 8:30 p.m. Joe seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion 

Passed 

Respectfully submitted by Ruth Whittier, School Board Clerk 

District staff: Steve Nilhas, Superintendent of Schools; Robin Reinhold, Business Administrator; Nancy 

Coffin, Student Services Administrator; Jeannette Shedd, Curriculum Administrator; Susan Read, 

Videographer 

Public: Chris Ulrich, Bow; Jay and Katherine Peringer, Alexandria; Marie Carson, Alexandria; Kathleen 

Conner, Hebron; Aubrey Freedman, Bridgewater and others 

 

 






























